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FIG. 5
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IMAGE DATA PRODUCING APPARATUS,
IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS AND
COMPUTER READABLE MEDIUM

This is a Continuation of application Ser. No. 13/253,647
filed Oct. 5, 2011, which is a Continuation of application Ser.
No. 11/636,528 filed Dec. 11, 2006. The disclosure of the
prior application is hereby incorporated by reference herein
in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to an image data producing
apparatus and an image forming apparatus for producing
image data from data described in the page description lan-
guage (PDL).

2. Related Art

As for the image forming apparatus, various prior arts have
been proposed to execute the process at a high speed in
forming a raster image (data) from the data described in the
page description language.

SUMMARY

(1) According to a first aspect of the present invention, an
image data producing apparatus includes: a page dividing
portion that divides data described in a page description lan-
guage into a page unit; a plurality of image processors that
form raster data from divided data; and a controlling portion
that allocates pages on which the raster data is formed to each
of'the plurality of the image processors, and causes each of the
plurality of the image processors to execute registration of a
printing resource on respective pages with at least a change of
the printing resource by controlling each of the plurality of the
image processors irrespective of a page allocation.

According to the present invention constructed as above,
following advantages can be achieved.

According to the image data producing apparatus set forth
in the item (1), the raster image can be formed at a high speed
even from the data described in the page description language
such as PostScript (trademark of Adobe Systems Inc. in
USA), or the like, which is not page-independent.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail based on the following figures, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a view showing a functional configuration of an
image data producing apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a view showing a hardware configuration of a
computer suitable to the implement of the image data produc-
ing apparatus of the present embodiment;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are views explaining an approach for
dividing PDL data into page units;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a behavior of allocating page data
to respective RIPs in the present embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a view explaining a page managing method in
terms of page index in the present embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a time chart comparing respective processing
times required when page data are rasterized in parallel by a
plurality of RIPs in the present embodiment and when each
page data are rasterized sequentially by a single RIP;

FIG. 7 is a time chart showing operation timings of respec-
tive RIPs when page data are rasterized in parallel by a plu-
rality of RIPs in a variation of the present embodiment;
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FIG. 8 is a time chart showing operation timings of respec-
tive RIPs when page data are rasterized in parallel by a plu-
rality of RIPS in another variation of the present embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a time chart showing a behavior of communica-
tion between respective RIPs and a RIP controlling portion in
the example in FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a view showing a functional configuration of an
image data producing apparatus in another embodiment of
the present invention; and

FIG. 11 is a time chart showing operation timings of
respective RIPs when page data are rasterized in parallel by a
plurality of RIPs in the present embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A bestmode for carrying out the invention (referred to as an
“embodiment™ hereinafter) will be explained in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings hereinafter.

FIG. 1 is a view showing a functional configuration of an
image data producing apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the image data producing apparatus
according to the present embodiment includes a page dividing
portion 10 for dividing the data described in the page descrip-
tion language as the processing object into a page unit, an
input processing portion 20, and an input image saving por-
tion 30 for saving the data divided into pages. Also, the image
data producing apparatus includes a plurality of raster image
processors (RIPS) 40 (40a to 40d) for producing (rasterizing)
a raster image from the data saved in the input image saving
portion 30, and a RIP controlling portion 50 for controlling
operations of the RIPs 40. Also, the image data producing
apparatus includes an output image saving portion 60 for
saving raster images produced by a plurality of RIPs 40, an I/'F
(interface) converting portion 70 used to output the raster
images to an image forming apparatus, and an image output-
ting portion 80. In FIG. 1, a thick arrow indicates a flow of
data, and a thin arrow indicates a flow of control command.

FIG. 2 is a view showing a hardware configuration of a
computer suitable to the implement of the image data produc-
ing apparatus.

As shown in FIG. 2, a computer 300 has a CPU (Central
Processing Unit) 301 as a calculating means, a main memory
302 as a storing means, and a magnetic disk drive (HDD:
Hard Disk Drive) 303. Here, the CPU 301 accomplishes
respective functions by executing various softwares such as
OS (Operating System), applications, and the like. Also, the
main memory 302 is a primary storing means for storing
various softwares, data used to execute the software, and the
like, and the magnetic disk drive 303 is a secondary storing
means for storing input data for various softwares, output data
from various softwares, and the like. Further, the computer
300 shown in FIG. 2 has a communication I/F (interface) 304
used to hold communication with the external device, a dis-
play mechanism 305 constructed by a video memory, a dis-
play, or the like, and an inputting device 306 such as a key-
board, a mouse, or the like. Here, the image data producing
apparatus of the present embodiment is equipped with a plu-
rality of RIPs 40. As described in detail, the RIPs 40 are
implemented by the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2 and the
CPU 301, for example. Therefore, the CPU 301 and the main
memory 302, if necessary, are provided in plural to the com-
puter 300 that is used as the image data producing apparatus
of the present embodiment.

The page dividing portion 10 shown in FIG. 1 is imple-
mented by the CPU 301 of the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2,
for example. This page dividing portion 10 reads the data
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described in the page description language as the processed
object (referred to as “PDL data” hereinafter) and then
divides the PDL data into data in page unit (referred to as
“page data” hereinafter). The PDL data as the processed
object can be acquired by receiving it from the external device
or reading it from a predetermined memory device.

FIG. 3 is a view explaining an approach for dividing the
PDL data into page units.

As shown in FIG. 3A, the PDL data consists of a list of
drawing commands and control commands. For example,
“TEXT A” is a command to draw a character by using a font
A. Also, “DLFONT A” is a command to instruct that the font
A is downloaded into the RIPs 40 and then registered as the
printing resource. Also, “PSART” and “PEND” represent a
page break respectively, and “PSART” means a start of the
page and “PEND” means an end of the page. The page divid-
ing portion 10 divides the PDL data into respective pages
based on the control commands “PSART” and “PEND”.

When the PDL data shown in FIG. 3A is divided based on
the control commands “PSART” and “PEND”, the page data
to four pages are given, as shown in FIG. 3B. The control
commands “DEFORM 1” and “DLFONT A” applied to
change the printing resource are contained in the first page
and the second page of this page data respectively. The
“DLFORM 1~ is the command to instruct that a form 1 is
downloaded into the RIPs 40 and then registered as the print-
ing resource, and the “DLFONT A” is the command to
instruct that the font A is downloaded and then registered, as
described above.

Here, when the page data on the third page and the fourth
page are referred to, the font A that has been registered on the
second page is also used on the third page. Therefore, an
image on the third page cannot be formed unless the font A on
the second page has been downloaded and registered. Simi-
larly, the form 1 that has been registered on the first page is
also used on the fourth page. Therefore, an image on the
fourth page cannot be formed unless the form 1 on the first
page has been downloaded and registered.

As shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, most of the PDL data are
constructed such that a change of the printing resource, which
has been made on a predetermined page, is also utilized in
other pages (are not page-independent). Therefore, the page
data divided into a page unit cannot be rasterized in parallel as
they are by a plurality of RIPs 40. As a result, in order to
realize the distributed processing of respective page data, the
change of the printing resource made on a predetermined
page must be transferred to the RIPs 40 that have not executed
the rasterization of the page yet. In the present embodiment,
such exchange of this information is implemented under con-
trol of the RIP controlling portion 50 described later.

The input processing portion 20 is implemented by the
main memory 302 of the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2, for
example, and stores the page data divided by the page divid-
ing portion 10 sequentially in the input image saving portion
30. Also, the input processing portion 20 informs the RIP
controlling portion 50 that the page data have been stored in
the input image saving portion 30.

The input image saving portion 30 is implemented by the
main memory 302 or the magnetic disk drive 303 of the
computer 300 shown in FIG. 2, for example, and saves the
page data fed from the input processing portion 20.

The RIPs 40 are implemented by the CPU 301 and the main
memory 302 of the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2, for
example, and reads the page data on the page allocated by the
input image saving portion 30 under control of the RIP con-
trolling portion 50 to produce the raster image. Also, as
described above, the image data producing apparatus of the
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present embodiment has a plurality of RIPs 40, and individual
RIPs 40 are implemented by the separate CPU 301 respec-
tively. Also, the main memory 302 used as the registry area in
which the printing resource is registered can be provided in
plural together with the RIPs 40, or respective areas that the
RIPs 40 use can be can be set in a single main memory 302.

The RIP controlling portion 50 is implemented by the CPU
301 and the main memory 302 of the computer 300 shown in
FIG. 2, for example, and instructs respective RIPs 40 to
rasterize the page data and register the printing resource. As
shown in FIG. 1, the RIP controlling portion 50 has a com-
mand transmitting portion 51 for transmitting the instruction
command to respective RIPs 40, and a response receiving
portion 52 for receiving a response from respective RIPs 40.
Then, the RIP controlling portion 50 executes dynamically
the allocation of the page data to respective RIPs 40 based on
the responses that response receiving portion 52 accepts from
respective RIPs 40, to reduce a waiting time for the process-
ing in individual RIPs 40. Concrete control contents of the
RIP controlling portion 50 will be described later.

The output image saving portion 60 is implemented by the
main memory 302 or the magnetic disk drive 303 of the
computer 300 shown in FIG. 2, for example, and saves the
raster image produced by the RIPs 40.

The I/F converting portion 70 is implemented by the CPU
301 of the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2, for example. This
I/F converting portion 70 reads the saved raster image from
the output image saving portion 60 under control of the RIP
controlling portion 50, and converts a data format into a
format that the image forming apparatus such as a printer, or
the like can handle.

The image outputting portion 80 is implemented by the
communication I/F 304 of the computer 300 shown in FIG. 2,
for example, and transmits the data converted by the I/F
converting portion 70 to the image forming apparatus.

Next, control of the RIP controlling portion 50 will be
explained in detail hereunder.

FIG. 4 is a view showing a behavior of allocating page data
to respective RIPs in the present embodiment. Here, suppose
that a distributed processing of page data is executed by four
RIPs 40 from a RIP 404 to a RIP 404.

The RIP controlling portion 50 sends the operation instruc-
tion commands for respective page data from the command
transmitting portion 51 to respective RIPs 40a to 404, based
on the notice from the input processing portion 20. At this
time, the RIP controlling portion 50 instructs one RIP 40 to
execute the rasterization of individual page data (page data
that are marked with a circle (O) in FIG. 4). Also, the RIP
controlling portion 50 instructs remaining RIPs 40 to execute
only the registration of the printing resource (page data that
are marked with a triangle (A) in FIG. 4). It is preferable that
the allocation of the page to which the rasterization is applied
should be decided at least initially in unit of several pages.
This is because, if the RIP controlling portion 50 allocates the
next page data every time when each RIP 40 finishes the
rasterization of one page and then the RIP reads the allocated
page data, an execution efficiency becomes low. When
respective RIPs 40 read the page data of several pages in
advance and execute continuously the rasterization, the
execution efficiency can be improved.

Inthe example shown in FIG. 4, the page data serving as the
object of rasterization is allocated respective RIPs 40 by two
pages. Concretely, the rasterization of the first page (P1) and
the fifth page (P5) is allocated to the RIP 404, the rasterization
of'the second page (P2) and the sixth page (P6) is allocated to
the RIP 405, the rasterization of the third page (P3) and the
seventh page (P7) is allocated to the RIP 40c, and the raster-
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ization of the fourth page (P4) and the eighth page (P8) is
allocated to the RIP 404 (the ninth page (P9) will be described
later). Accordingly, in respective pages, remaining RIPs 40
(e.g., the RIPS 405 to 404 in the first and fifth pages) are
instructed only to register the printing resource.

Here, the operations of respective RIPs 406 to 40d are
considered as an example of the page data shown in FIG. 3B.
As to the first page, the RIP 40a produces the raster image of
the first page because it is instructed to execute the rasteriza-
tion. At that time, of course the RIP 40a downloads and
registers the form 1. The RIPs 405 to 404 do not produce the
raster image but download and register the form 1 because
they are instructed only to register the printing resource.
Therefore, the form 1 is registered in all the RIPs 40a to 404d.
As aresult, the production of the raster image using the form
1 can be carried out without any trouble in the RIP 404 that
rasterizes the fourth page in which the form 1 is used.

Similarly, as to the second page, the RIP 404 produces the
raster image of the second page and downloads and registers
the font A because it is instructed to execute the rasterization.
The RIPs 40a, 40c, 404 do not produce the raster image but
download and register the font A because they are instructed
only to register the printing resource. Therefore, the font A is
registered in all the RIPs 404 to 40d. As a result, the produc-
tion of the raster image using the font A can be carried out
without any trouble in the RIP 40¢ that rasterizes the third
page in which the font A is used.

Respective RIPs 40a to 40d produce the raster image of the
page data allocated to their own devices and store the image in
the output image saving portion 60, as described above, and
also notify the RIP controlling portion 50 that the rasteriza-
tion has been finished. When the response receiving portion
52 of the RIP controlling portion 50 receives this notice, the
RIP controlling portion 50 allocates the page data on the ninth
page et seq. The page data have a different time required for
the rasterization in response to the contents respectively.
Accordingly, when the distributed processing of respective
page data is executed by a plurality of RIPs 40, the rasteriza-
tion is not always finished in order of pages of the original
PDL data. In the example in FIG. 4, the notice to the effect that
the rasterization has been completed is sent to the response
receiving portion 52 in order of the third page, the second
page, the first page, and the fifth page. Therefore, in order to
equalize differences in the processing times in the RIPs 40a to
404, the RIP controlling portion 50 allocates the rasterization
to the ninth page et seq. such that the page number to wait for
the rasterization is made equal in the RIPs 40a to 404. In the
example in FIG. 4, the rasterization of the next ninth page is
allocated to the RIP 40¢ that has finished first the rasterization
of the page data (third page) of one page. After this, the
rasterization may be allocated similarly every one page or the
rasterization may be allocated in unit of two pages like the
initialization. In the former case, the tenth page is allocated to
the RIP 405 that that has finished second the rasterization of
the page data (second page) of one page. In the latter case, the
tenth page (P10) is also allocated to the RIP 40¢ together with
the ninth page.

Also, the RIP controlling portion 50 manages the raster-
ization of the page data by using the page index. This page
index acts as the pointer to the memory area in which the
raster image of each image is stored in the output image
saving portion 60. As the attributes of the page index, there are
at least the next form page pointing the page data (to which
generation of the raster image is allocated) that is rasterized
next, and the next transmit page pointing the raster image that
is sent out next to the image forming apparatus.
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FIG. 5 is a view explaining a page managing method in
terms of the page index. In FIG. 5, the rasterization of the
second page and the third page has been finished, and raster
images are written into the concerned memory areas (in FIG.
5, shown in gray) by the allocated RIP 40 (in the example in
FIG. 4, RIPs 405, 40¢).

The RIP controlling portion 50 searches the memory area
of'the output image saving portion 60. When the unused area
whose size exceeds the size specified by the page attribute of
the page data is found at the address pointed by the page index
of'the next form page, this RIP controlling portion 50 sets the
buffer offset to the instruction command that is sent to the
RIPs 40 and puts forward the instruction point of the next
form page to the extent of a required size. Because the area is
pointed in order of page in this manner, the rasterized image
is formed in the successive area of the main memory 302, or
the like as the output image saving portion 60.

When the area pointed by the next form page of the page
index is in use (other (preceding) rasterized pages have been
saved but have not been printed yet), such area cannot be used
upon saving the rasterized image and hence the transmission
of'the instruction command to the RIPs 40 is set in its standby
state. Normally, the area in use is released at a timing at which
the final output from the image forming apparatus could be
confirmed after the raster image saved in the area in use is
printed. Therefore, when the usable area obtained by adding
a current free area and the released area is larger than the size
required for the page attributes, the RIP controlling portion 50
sends the instruction command indicating a standby state to
the allocated RIP 40.

Also, the RIP controlling portion 50 notifies the I/F con-
verting portion 70 of the information about the pages whose
rasterization is finished. The I/F converting portion 70 reads
the rasterized image of the pages whose rasterization is fin-
ished from the output image saving portion 60 based on this
notice, then converts the data format, and then outputs the
resultant data to the image forming apparatus. At this time, the
notice from the RIP controlling portion 50 to the I/F convert-
ing portion 70 is not executed in order of completion of the
rasterization but in order of page. In the example shown in
FIG. 5, the rasterization of the second page and the third page
has been finished, but the rasterization of the first page has not
been finished. Therefore, the page index for the next transmit
page is still pointing the area in which the first page is saved,
and the RIP controlling portion 50 does not notify the I/F
converting portion 70 of not only the first page but also the
second and third pages.

Then, when the RIP 40 notifies the response receiving
portion 52 of the RIP controlling portion 50 that the raster-
ization of the first page has been finished, the RIP controlling
portion 50 notifies the I/F converting portion 70 sequentially
that the rasterization of the first, second, and third pages has
been finished. Then, the I/F converting portion 70 reads the
first, second, and third pages sequentially to process them. In
contrast, after the rasterized images of the first, second, and
third pages are read and output from the image forming appa-
ratus, the RIP controlling portion 50 releases the area of the
output image saving portion 60 in which the rasterized images
of the same pages are saved, and then puts forward the
instruction point of next transmit page to the area in which the
fourth page is saved.

FIG. 6 is a time chart comparing respective processing
times required when page data are rasterized in parallel by a
plurality of RIPs 40 in the present embodiment and when each
page data are rasterized sequentially by a single RIP. Here, an
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example in which the process is executed by four RIPs 40a to
404 in accordance with the allocation shown in FIG. 4 is
given.

When respective RIPs 40a to 404 apply the processing to
the same page data, a time required to execute the registration
of the printing resource only is of course shorter than a time
required to produce the raster image. Therefore, when refer-
ring to FIG. 6, the RIP 4056 finishes the processing of the first
page and starts the rasterization of the second page while the
RIP 40aq is rasterizing the first page. Similarly, the RIP 40c¢
finishes the processing of the first and second pages and starts
the rasterization of the third page while the RIP 405 is raster-
izing the second page. Also, the RIP 404 finishes the first to
third pages and starts the rasterization of the fourth page while
the RIP 40c is rasterizing the third page.

Now, as described above, the management in order of page
is still kept in managing the rasterized image in the RIP
controlling portion 50. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 6, when
the rasterization of the second page by the RIP 405 is finished
earlier than the rasterization of the first page by the RIP 40q,
the RIP controlling portion 50 does not recognizes that the
rasterization has been finished at a time point when the pro-
cessing in the RIP 405 is ended, and then decides that the
rasterization of the first and second pages has been finished at
a time point when the processing in the RIP 40q is ended. In
FIG. 6, an end time of the processing in the RIP 405 is
indicated by a broken line and is discriminated from other end
times (indicated by a dot-dash line) (this is similar to the
processing of the sixth and seventh pages).

In contrast, when the rasterization of respective page data is
executed in seriatim by a single RIP, a time required for the
rasterization of respective page data is added simply. There-
fore, as shown in FIG. 6, a time required until the rasterization
of respective page data subsequent to the second page is
finished can be shortened when the distributed processing is
applied by a plurality of RIPs 40.

Next, a variation of the above control of the RIP controlling
portion 50 will be explained hereunder.

The page dividing portion 10 can also check other com-
mands described in the PDL data when it senses the control
command representing a page break used to divide the PDL
data into a page unit. Therefore, the page dividing portion 10
attaches identification data (flag, or the like) indicating such
an effect that the printing resource is changed, to the page data
on the page. As a result, the RIP controlling portion 50 can
discriminate whether or not the printing resource is changed
in each page data.

The RIP controlling portion 50 can discriminate previously
the page whose printing resource was changed before it allo-
cates the page data as the object of rasterization to respective
RIPs 40. Therefore, the RIP controlling portion 50 can
instruct the RIPs 40 except the RIP 40, to which this RIP
controlling portion 50 allocated the execution of the raster-
ization, to register the printing resource only in the page data
whose printing resource was changed.

FIG. 7 is a time chart showing operation timings of respec-
tive RIPs 40 when page data are rasterized in parallel by a
plurality of RIPs 40 in a variation of the present embodiment.
Here, an example in which the processing is executed by four
RIPs 40a to 404 while using the page data whose print
resources on the fourth page and the sixth page are changed as
an example is shown.

Referring to FIG. 7, with regard to the first to third, fifth
pages, etc. on which no change is made on the printing
resource, only the instruction to execute the rasterization is
givento the allocated RIPs 404 to 40d. Also, with regard to the
fourth page on which the change of the printing resource is
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made, not only the execution of the rasterization is allocated
to the RIP 404 but also the execution of the registration of the
printing resource is allocated to the RIPs 40a to 40c¢. Simi-
larly, with regard to the sixth page, not only the execution of
the rasterization is allocated to the RIP 405 but also the
execution of the registration of the printing resource is allo-
cated to the RIPs 40a, 40¢, 404d.

As described above, in the RIPs 40 that do not execute the
rasterization, the pages on which the printing resource should
be registered can be restricted only to the pages on which the
printing resource is changed. Therefore, the number of times
the registration of the printing resource is executed by respec-
tive RIPs 40 can be reduced.

Next, another variation of the control of the above RIP
controlling portion 50 will be explained hereunder.

In the present variation, the RIP controlling portion 50
instructs respective RIPs 40 to execute the rasterization of
respective pages in a distributive mode without regard to the
change of the printing resource. Then, respective RIPs 40
inform the RIP controlling portion 50 of the completion of the
rasterization, and also transmits such information to the RIP
controlling portion 50 when the printing resource is changed
in the course of the rasterization. When the RIP controlling
portion 50 received the information regarding the change of
the printing resource from a predetermined RIP 40, it ignores
the notice of completion of the rasterization of pages subse-
quent to the page whose printing resource was changed. Then,
the RIP controlling portion 50 causes remaining RIPs 40 to
copy the received change of the printing resource. Then, the
RIP controlling portion 50 instructs the RIPs 40 again to
execute the rasterization of pages subsequent to the page
whose printing resource was changed.

FIG. 8 is a time chart showing operation timings of respec-
tive RIPs 40 when page data are rasterized in parallel by a
plurality of RIPs 40 in present variation. FIG. 9 is a time chart
showing a behavior of communication between respective
RIPs 40a to 40d and the RIP controlling portion 50.

In the example shown in FIG. 8, the change of the printing
resource is made (in FIG. 8, indicated by a black mark (*))
when the RIP 404 rasterized the sixth page, and then the
notice of the change of the printing resource as well as the
notice of completion of the rasterization of the sixth page is
transmitted from the RIP 405 to the RIP controlling portion
50 (in FIG. 9, indicated with a thick arrow).

Since the change of the printing resource was made on the
sixth page, the RIP controlling portion 50 ignores the notice
of completion of the rasterization of the seventh and eighth
pages subsequent to the sixth page (in FIG. 8, indicated by a
cross (x)). Here, the RIP controlling portion 50 received the
notice about the seventh page prior to the notice of comple-
tion of the rasterization of the sixth page. However, as
explained with reference to FIG. 6, in order to keep the
management in order of page, the RIP controlling portion 50
does not recognize the completion of the rasterization of the
seventh page until the rasterization of the sixth page is fin-
ished, and therefore the notice about the seventh page is also
ignored.

Then, the RIP controlling portion 50 causes remaining the
RIPs 40a, 40¢, 40d to copy the contents of the registration of
the printing resource executed during the rasterization of the
sixth page in the RIP 404, and then instructs the RIP 40c¢, 404
again to rasterize the seventh and eighth pages. With regard to
the ninth page et seq., the RIP controlling portion 50 must
instruct to execute the rasterization again if such RIP control-
ling portion 50 instructed to execute the rasterization prior to
the change of the printing resource. However, the RIP con-
trolling portion 50 may instruct to execute the rasterization as
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the routine operation if such RIP controlling portion 50
instructs to execute the rasterization after the change of the
printing resource.

FIG. 10 is a view showing a functional configuration of the
image data producing apparatus in another embodiment of
the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 10, the image data producing apparatus
in the present embodiment includes the page dividing portion
for dividing the data described in the page description lan-
guage as the processed object into a page unit, the input
processing portion 20, and the input image saving portion 30
for saving the data divided every page. Also, the image data
producing apparatus includes a plurality of raster image pro-
cessors (RIPs) 40, 41 for producing (rasterizing) the raster
image from the data saved in the input image saving portion
30, and a RIP controlling portion 53 for controlling opera-
tions of the RIPs 40, 41. Also, the image data producing
apparatus includes the output image saving portion 60 for
saving the raster image produced by a plurality of RIPs 40, the
I/F (interface) converting portion 70 used to output the raster
image to the image forming apparatus, and the image output-
ting portion 80.

In the configuration shown in FIG. 10, the page dividing
portion 10, the input processing portion 20, the input image
saving portion 30, the output image saving portion 60, the I/F
converting portion 70, and the image outputting portion 80
are similar to the corresponding constituent elements shown
in FIG. 1. Therefore, the same reference symbols are affixed
to these constituent elements, and their explanation will be
omitted herein. Also, like the apparatus shown in FIG. 1, the
image data producing apparatus shown in FIG. 10 is imple-
mented by the computer constructed as shown in FIG. 2, for
example.

The RIPs 40 shown in FIG. 10 are substantially similar to
the RIPs 40 shown in FIG. 1. However, in the present embodi-
ment, respective RIPs 40 execute the rasterization of the page
data while sharing the printing resource that is registered in a
single memory area in a single main memory 302.

The RIP 41 executes the registration of the printing
resource in all page data. In other words, the printing resource
is registered in the shared area of the main memory 302 by the
RIP 41, and is utilized in the processing of respective RIPs 40.

Like the RIP controlling portion 50 shown in FIG. 1, the
RIP controlling portion 53 allocates the page data to which
the rasterization is applied to respective RIPs 40. In this case,
in the present embodiment, the RIP controlling portion
instructs only the RIP 41 to register the printing resource, as
described above. Therefore, the RIP controlling portion 53
instructs respective RIPs 40 only to produce the raster image
in response to the allocated page data.

FIG. 11 is a time chart showing operation timings of
respective RIPs 40 when page data are rasterized in parallel
by a plurality of RIPs 40 in the present embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 11, the registration of all printing
resources is executed by the RIP 41. Then, only the rasteriza-
tion of the page data allocated to them is executed in the RIPs
40a to 40d. Here, the rasterization of each page data is
executed at a timing at which the registration of the printing
resource of the corresponding pages is executed by the RIP
41. This is because the rasterization is executed with refer-
ence to the contents of the registration of the printing resource
executed by the RIP 41.

In the example shown in FIG. 11, the registration of the
printing resource on the fifth page is not executed by the RIP
41 at a time point when the rasterization of the first page is
finished in the RIP 40aq, for example. Therefore, the raster-
ization of the fifth page cannot be started immediately and
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then a waiting time is generated. Similarly, a waiting time is
generated in the RIPs 405 to 404 until the rasterization of the
subsequent page is started after the rasterization of the pre-
ceding page is finished. In the initial stage of the job, the
registration of the printing resource executed by the RIP 41
cannot follow up a processing speed of the parallel rasteriza-
tion executed by a plurality of RIPs 40, and as a result such
waiting time is generated. However, as described above, since
a time required for the registration of the printing resource is
shorter than a time required for the rasterization of the same
page, such waiting time is shortened with the progress of the
job. Then, a waiting time in the processing of respective RIPs
40 is never generated thereafter after the registration of the
printing resource executed by the RIP 41 is finished.

With the above, explanation is made while taking as an
example the case where the image data producing apparatus is
constructed as the independent apparatus from the image
forming apparatus such as a printer, or the like. But the func-
tions of the above image data producing apparatus can also be
realized by the controlling device in the image forming appa-
ratus. In this case, respective functions of the page dividing
portion 10, the input processing portion 20, the input image
saving portion 30, the RIP 40, the RIP controlling portion 50,
and the output image saving portion 60 can be implemented
by the CPU and the memory such as RAM (Random Access
Memory), and the like constituting the controlling device.
Also, because such control device acts as the internal appa-
ratus of the image forming apparatus, an output controlling
means for reading the produced raster image from the output
image saving portion 60 under control of the RIP controlling
portion 50 and supplying directly such raster image to the
exposure unit of the image forming apparatus is provided in
place of the I/F converting portion 70 and the image output-
ting portion 80.

In this case, respective embodiments and the variation can
be employed not only solely but also in appropriate combi-
nation.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a
program causing a computer to execute a process for quickly
forming raster data from data described in a page description
language, the process comprising:

allocating pages on which the raster data is formed to each

of a plurality of image processors;

instructing a predetermined image processor out of the

plurality of image processors to execute registration of a
printing resource on all pages so that the printing
resource is registered in a shared region accessed by all
of remaining image processors, and instructing the
remaining image processors to execute formation of the
raster data of a page allocated based on information
about the registration of the printing resource registered
by the predetermined image processor; and
transmitting the raster data of respective pages formed by
the plurality of image processors to an image forming
apparatus to keep a management in order of page,

wherein the printing resource indicates a font setting or a

format setting commonly used in all pages,

wherein, in processing the data described in the page

description language: (i) the predetermined image pro-
cessor is configured to not perform allocating the pages
to any of the remaining image processors, and (ii) the
remaining image processors are configured to execute
formation of the raster data of the page allocated based
on the printing resource registered by the predetermined
image processor, and
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wherein the predetermined image processor is configured
to not execute formation of the raster data of the pages.
2. An image data producing apparatus comprising:
first ones of a plurality of image processors that obtain data
described in a page description language which is not
page-independent and form image data of allocated
pages in the data; and
a second one of the plurality of image processors that
obtains the data and executes registration of a printing
resource on all pages in the data so that the printing
resource is registered in a shared region accessed by all
of' the first ones of the plurality of image processors,
wherein the second one of the plurality of image processors
is configured to not perform allocating the pages to any
of' the first ones of the plurality of image processors,
wherein for processing the data described in the page
description language: (i) the second one of the plurality
of'image processors is configured to not execute forma-
tion of the image data of the pages, and (ii) the first ones
of a plurality of image processors are configured to
execute formation of the image data of the allocated
pages based on the printing resource registered by the
second one of the plurality of image processors, and
wherein the printing resource indicates a font setting or a
format setting commonly used in all pages.
3. The image data producing apparatus according to claim
2, further comprising a controlling portion that allocates the
pages on which raster data is formed to the first ones of the
plurality of image processors,
wherein the controlling portion instructs the first ones of
the plurality of image processors to form the raster data
of the allocated pages and the controlling portion does
not instruct the first ones of the plurality of image pro-
cessors to execute the registration of the printing
resource.
4. The image data producing apparatus according to claim
2, wherein the first ones of the plurality of image processors
execute formation of raster data of the allocated pages at a
timing at which the registration of the printing resource of the
allocated pages is executed by a second one of the plurality of
image processors.
5. The image data producing apparatus according to claim
2, wherein the page description language which is not page-
independent is PostScript.
6. An image forming apparatus comprising:
an image data producing portion that converts data
described in a page description language which is not
page-independent into raster data; and
an image forming portion that forms an image on a printing
medium based on the raster data produced by the image
data producing portion,
wherein the image data producing portion comprises:
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first ones of a plurality of image processors that obtain
the data described in the page description language
and form the raster data of allocated pages in the data;
and
a second one of the plurality of image processors that
obtains the data and executes registration of a printing
resource on all pages in the data so that the printing
resource is registered in a shared region accessed by
all of the first ones of the plurality of image proces-
SOrs,
wherein the second one of the plurality of image processors
is configured to not perform allocating the pages to any
of the first ones of the plurality of image processors,
wherein for processing the data described in the page
description language: (i) the second one of the plurality
of image processors is configured to not execute forma-
tion of the image data of the pages, and (ii) the first ones
of a plurality of image processors are configured to
execute formation of the image data of the allocated
pages based on the printing resource registered by the
second one of the plurality of image processors, and
wherein the printing resource indicates a font setting or a
format setting commonly used in all pages.
7. A non-transitory computer readable medium storing a

program causing a computer to execute a process comprising:

allocating pages on which raster data in data described in a
page description language which is not page-indepen-
dent is formed to each of first ones of a plurality of image
processors;

instructing a second one of the plurality of image proces-
sors to execute registration of a printing resource on all
pages in the data so that the printing resource is regis-
tered in a shared region accessed by all of the first ones
of the plurality of image processors, wherein the second
one of the plurality of image processors is configured to
not perform allocating the pages to any of the first ones
of the plurality of image processors, and wherein for
processing the data described in the page description
language: (i) the second one of the plurality of image
processors is configured to not execute formation of the
image data of the pages, and (ii) the first ones of a
plurality of image processors are configured to execute
formation of the image data of the allocated pages based
on the printing resource registered by the second one of
the plurality of image processors; and

instructing the first ones of a plurality of image processors
to execute formation of the raster data of the allocated
pages based on information about the registration of the
printing resource which is registered by the second one
of the plurality of image processors

wherein the printing resource indicates a font setting or a
format setting commonly used in all pages.
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